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DI  SCOURSE. 


Tfie  North  and  the  South  thou  hast  created  them. 

Ps.  89  :  12. 

Were  the  pulpit  to  avoid  on  such  a  day  as  this  all 
consideration  of  our  national  affairs,  it  would  justly  ex- 
pose itself  to  the  suspicion  of  indifference  or  timidity. 
And  there  is  a  possibility,  as  I  hold,  fellow  citizens,  of 
deliberating  together  in  the  spirit  of  essential  oneness  ; 
a  possibility  of  presenting  all  that  shall  be  needful  to 
awaken  gratitude  and  stimulate  patriotism,  without  de- 
scending to  questions  upon  which  we  may  honestly 
differ ;  a  possibility  of  so  conducting  this  service,  that 
at  the  close,  we  shall  all  feel  ourselves  bound  more 
closely  to  each  other  as  neighbors,  townsmen,  and 
Christians.  Intensely  interested  as  the  pulpit  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  in  the  struggle  which  is  shaking  this  Western 
world  and  sending  wavelets  of  influence  to  the  re- 
motest point  of  the  Eastern,  it  may  not,  and  it  need  not 
attempt  to  guage  the  value  of  mere   party  questions  -,  it 


may  not,  uuJ  it  should  not,  violate  the  Chriatian  law  of 
love  ;  it  may  not,  and  it  sliould  not,  iiidiilgo  in  ceusori- 
ousness  toward  those  who,  while  steadfast  lovers  of  their 
country,  are  not,  just  yet,  able  to  solve  all  the  questions 
involved  in  the  issue ;  it  may  not,  and  it  should  not 
utter  words  of  hatred  against  those  who  have  shewn 
such  hatred  against  our  democratic  institutions.  Love 
your  enemies,  is  the  command  of  One  who  never  failed 
to  enforce  precept  by  example.  Controlled  by  such 
sentiments,  let  us  glance  at  the  evidence  that  Grod,  in 
the  language  of  the  text,  created  both  the  North  and 
the  South,  that  is,  as  I  shall  understand  it  to-day ^  made 
them  one ;  and  then  let  us  consider  what  obligations  thisr 
fact  imposes  upon  us. 

I.  God  created  eoth  the  Nouth  and  the  South. 
It  is  God  that  makes  nations.  Either  bj  revelation^ 
or  by  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  He  directs  whom 
He  will  to  become  a  nation.  He  had  put  the  Angli  and 
the  Saxons  on  the  banks  of  the  Elbe ;  but  in  the  fifth 
century  He  sends  them  over  the  North  Sea,  that  they 
may  become  that  great  people  over  whom  Victoria  now 
reigns.  Twelve  hundred  years  later,  He  bids  a  few  of 
their  descendants  leave  the  little  island  of  their  fathers 
and  come  to  this  world  of  the  West.  It  was  as  truly 
God  that  brought  into  being  this  Western  Anglo  Saxon 
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nation,  as  it  was  Grod  that  made    Abraham  a  nation  to 
dwell  on  the  Eastern  shore  of  the  Mediterranean, 

Bat  did  God  create  the  North  and  the  South  ?  is  the 

question.     Are  they   bj  His  providence   one  ?     Well, 

friends,  consider  their  location.     Those  few   men  whom 

God  uprooted  from  the  soil  of  the  old  world,  might  have 

been  transplanted   to   some   insignificant    island.     God 

took  them  to  a  Continent.     They  would  need  room  for 

growth,   and,   growing,    they   must   be   kept   together. 

They  must  not,  in  process  of  time,  be  separated  like  the 

several  parts  of  the  British  Empire  by  seas  and  oceans  ; 

but,  for  the  end  God  had  in  view,  mast  remain  consolid- 

ated  within  the  same  territorial   limits.     '•  Toward   the 

sun-setting,"  exclaims  the  divine  voice,  "  there  is  room  !" 

In  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years   from  the  first 

permanent  settlement,  God  gives  us  three  millions  and  a 

quarter  of  square  miles  : — thirty-six   times  as  many  as 

on  the  island  of  Great   Britain,  and  all  in  one  place  ; 

and  nearly  as  many  as   are  comprised  in  all  the  empires 

and  all  the   kingdoms   of  Europe.     He   has  given  us  a 

territory  stretching  from  the  Atlantic  to   the  Pacific,  a 

distance  of  nearly  three  thousand  miles,  and  from  the 

lakes  to   the  southern   point  of  Texas,  about   seventeen 

hundred.     Is   not   this   compactness   of  our  domain  an 

indication  of  Providence  that  we  should  continue  one,  as 
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the  want  of  it  in  the  British  Empire,  a  hundred  years 
ago,  pointed  to  a  necessary  cleavage  ?  Were  our  re- 
bellious brethren  resident  in  Greenland  or  in  Patagonia, 
the  case  had  been  different.  Then  locality  might  have 
served  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  separation,  though 
not  of  rebellion,  but  with  this  great  belt  of  territory 
girdling  the  Continent,  the  too  cold  British  America  on 
the  North  and  the  too  hot  Mexico  on  the  South,  the 
Rocky  Mountains  in  the  West  and  the  AUeghanies  in 
the  East,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  running  between 
the  two  sections,  but  each  clasping  the  two  with  almost 
infinite  strength,  the  Father  of  Waters  laying  his  hands 
lovingly  both  upon  the  North  and  the  South  to  bless 
them,  as  Jacob  laid  his  hands  upon  Ephraim  and 
Manasseh,  how  manifest  that  both  the  North  and  the 
South  were  intended  by  the  Creator  of  nations  to  be 
one.  It  is  contrary  to  all  the  indications  of  nature  that 
two  nations  should  occupy  such  a  region  of  the  earth, 
and,  therefore,  for  either  part  to  secede  from  the  other 
seems  to  be  as  absurd  as  for  one  half  of  a  musical  in- 
strument to  secede  from  the  other  half.  Let  the  North 
and  the  South  keep  together,  and  when  certain  notes 
that  have  always  been  making  a  discord,  have  been  put 
in  tunc  by  the  stern  discipline  of  Providence,  we  shall 
together  praise   the  God   of  liberty  and   the  Author  of 


our  holy  religion,  witii  a  harmony  and  a  power  that 
ought  to  charm  the  evil  spirit  out  of  all  the  despotic 
kingdoms  of  the  world. 

Consider,  also  that  the  people  occupying  this  compact 
and  admirably  located  territory  use  the  same  language. 
The  North  and  the  South  are  not  separated  from  each 
other  even  by  difference  of  dialect.  We  legislate,  and 
try  causes,  and  teach,  and  buy  and  sell,  and  converse, 
and  preach,  and  pray,  and  sing  in  words  of  the  same 
tongue.  If,  as  remarks  a  distinguished  writer,  language 
is  "  the  breaking  forth  of  the  power  of  speech,  accord- 
ing to  the  mental  cast  of  a  people,"  we  may  affirm  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  but  one  language 
because  their  "  mental  cast "  is  substantially  alike.  We 
talk  alike  because  we  think  alike  ;  while  of  course  this 
similarity  of  thinking  is  strengthened  by  similarity  of 
language.  Back  of  our  oneness  of  language  lies  one- 
ness of  mental  characteristics.  There  is  some  difference, 
doubtless,  between  the  Southern  and  the  Northern 
mind ;  but  it  is  not  radical.  It  is  simply  a  variety  in 
unity.  With  respect  to  one  great  question,  there  is 
positive  disagreement  between  us,  but  the  disagreement 
is  not  one  that  grows  out  of  difference  in  mental 
constitution,  for  not  a  man  in  the  South  has  been  so 
constituted  as  to  be  under  the  necessity   of  disagreeino- 
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with  the  healthiest  Northern  mind  in  respect  to  the 
nature  of  slavery ;  and,  in  passing,  I  cannot  but  remark 
that  were  any  human  being  under  such  a  necessity,  it 
must  be  regarded  as  the  most  direful  of  all  calamities. 
Even  the  supposition  is  too  monstrous  to  be  entertained. 
If,  then,  the  "  mental  cast "  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  is  characterized  for  oneness,  as  is  evinced  in  the 
oneness  of  their  language,  how  unnatural  were  a  divorce 
of  the  South  from  the  North  !  Why  put  assunder 
what  God  has  put  together  ?  Why  should  those  who 
are  of  one  language  and  of  one  speech,  and  of  whom 
God  has  not  said,  let  us  go  down^  and  there  confound 
their  language  that  they  may  not  understand  one 
a7iother''s  speech, — why  should  such  a  people  divide  and 

SCATTER   ITSELF? 

The  North  and  the  South  have  been  created  one  hy 
the  intermingling  of  their  people.  In  1850,  the  total 
free  population  of  Maryland  was  492,666.  Of  this 
number,  16,076  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  2,646  in 
New  York,  1,421  in  Massachusetts,  and  1,321  in  New 
Jersey.  Thus  the  total  number  of  persons  born  in  non- 
slaveholding  States  but  living  in  Maryland,  was  21,464. 
In  1850,  there  were  living  in  Missouri  more  than  50, 
000  who  were  born  in  States  not  slaveholding.  In  the 
same  year,  Louisiana  reckoned  among  her  free   popula- 
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tion  2,493  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  5,510  natives 
of  New  Fork.  The  total  number  of  persons  born  in 
the  North  but  living  in  the  South,  and  the  total  number 
born  in  the  South  but  living  in  the  North,  I  am  not  able 
to  state.  It  is  enough  to  remind  you  by  a  few  specimen 
facts,  that  the  two  sections  are  bound  to  each  other  by 
the  free  intermingling  of  the  people.  The  ties  which 
have  thus  been  forming  have  not  been  the  ties  of  mere 
business.  They  are  more  than  golden  ties.  They  are 
those  precious  ties  which  grow  out  of  the  relation  of 
teacher  and  taught,  of  pastor  and  people,  of  brother 
and  sister,  of  husband  and  wife,  of  parents  and  children. 
Why  should  either  the  North  or  the  South,  thus  woven 
together  by  the  wisdom  of  Providence,  attempt  to  tear 
itself  away  from  the  other  ?  But  let  us  not  bring  the 
two  sections  into  the  same  hypothesis.  When  has  the 
North  sought  a  bill  of  divorcement  for  herself  ?  It  is 
the  South  that  is  striving  to  tear  apart  the  strongest 
ties  that  ever  bound  a  people  together.  It  is  the  South 
that  has  spurned  from  her  lips  the  rallying  words,  Our 
Country !  and  that  is  striving  to  learn  in  combined 
selfishness  and  contempt  the  vocabulary  of  Mi7ie  and 
Thine!  It  is  the  South  that  would  make  itself  a 
political  orphan  by  discarding  the  Father  of  the  Country. 

It  is  the  South   that  would  sav  to    those   of  her  own 
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(.l.ildren  that  are  resident  in  the  North,  Yoic  are  For- 
eigners  !  It  is  the  South  that  would  discard  the  right 
to  possess  in  common  the  sacred  ashes  of  those  of  our 
sisters  and  daughters  that  repose  within  ber  limits. 

Again,  God  may  be  said  to  have  made  the  North  and 
South  one  by  placing  them  wilder  oiie  Government. 
The  people  of  the  two  sections  came  under  the  same 
government  by  their  own  act,  indeed ;  for  all  govern- 
ment as  it  seems  to  me,  implies  a  compact.  They 
solemnly  agreed  to  live  together;  and,  under  a  given 
Constitution.  They  agreed  to  live  not  merely  under 
government,  but  under  the  Government  o-f  the  United 
States.  They  intelligently  and  deliberately  chose,  not 
a  monarchy,  not  an  aristocracy,  but  a  democracy. 
They  chose,  not  a  pure  democracy,  like  that  of  the 
Athenian  State,  in  which  a  people  that  did  not  know 
how  to  govern  themselves,  were  direct  and  absolute 
masters  of  the  State,  subject  to  no  check,  and,  therefore, 
liable  to  become,  as  they  did,  the  worst  of  all  tyrants  \ 
but  they  chose  a  modified  form  of  democracy,  involving 
the  great  principle  of  representation,,  a  principle  which 
even  the  Hebrew  Commonwealth,  though  in  some  respects 
strikingly  like  our  own,  did  not  fully  recognize.  They 
chose  a  form  of  government  which  was  literally  a  new 
thing  in  history, — the  best  form,  as  our  people  are  now 
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more  earnestly  insisting,  that  the  world  has  ever  had ; 
a  form  of  government  which  grants  to  the  people  the 
greatest  freedom  consistent  with  security  against  the 
repetition  of  the  unbridled  licentiousness  of  the  Athen- 
ian State,  and  the  largest  measure  of  power  consistent 
with  security  against  the  despotism  of  an  absolute 
monarchy. 

But  while  they  chose  it  for  themselves,  is  it  any  the 
less  true  that  it  was  given  them  by  Providence?  Gov- 
ernment is  founded  on  the  will  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
and  as  to  the  particular  form  of  government  which  our 
fathers  chose  to  adopt,  it  was  pre-eminently  the  gift  of 
God.  Though  special  as  applied  to  Providence,  is  not, 
I  confess,  a  favorite  term  with  me, — Providence 
universal  and  therefore  particular,  appearing  to  be 
preferable, — yet  if  there  is  any  event  whatever  to  which 
the  term  may  be  applied,  I  would  by  all  means  contend 
that  giving  our  form  of  government  to  the  people  of 
this  country  was  a  special  Providence.  A  government 
such  as  this  promised  to  be,  such  as  it  has  been, — to  the 
South  as  well  as  to  the  North, — and  such  as  I  believe  it 
will  continue  to  be,  is  the  second  best  gift  of  God  to  our 
race.  Italy,  once  the  centre  of  civilization,  the  mistress 
of  the  world,  the  home  of  poetry,  and  of  eloquence,  and 
of  painting,  and  of  music,  and  of  architecture,  and  of 
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fi'C(3doin ,  beautiful  for  situation,  toweriug  with  lier  Alps 
to  heaven  and  spreading  herself  out  upon  the  Mediter- 
anean  to  bask  in  the  warm  sun,  has  been  compelled  to 
undergo  infinite  suffering  for  the  want  of  just  such 
nationality  as  has  been  conferred  upon  us,  and  which  a 
ruthless  ambition  is  aiming  to  destroy.  Since,  then, 
God  made  us  one  by  putting  us  under  one  government, 
who  can  compute  the  wickedness  of  the  rebellion  which 
a  score  or  two  of  men  have  set  on  foot  ? 

Consider,  finally,  that  God  has  placed  the  North  and 
the  South   under   the  same  system  of  religion.     Have 
not  our  brethren  the  inspired  word  as  well  as  we  ?  and 
Sabbaths,  and  churches,  and  ordinances,  as  well  as  we  ? 
Have  we  not  the  same  Saviour  ?     Have  we  not  been  bles- 
sed by  the  same  Spirit?     Do  we  not  profess  to  derive  life, 
and  hope,  and  joy,  from  one  source  ?     Are  we  not  antici- 
pating the  same   heaven  ?     Why,  then,  this  attempt  to 
separate?     Is  it  the  result  of  Christian   deliberation? 
Did   it  originate  in  allegiance   to   our  common  Lord  ? 
>Vere  the  men  that  began  this  unhallowed  work,  men  of 
ievout  Christian  spirit  ?     I  cannot  believe  it.     Blinded 
oy  false  representations  of  Northern  sentiment,  Christian 
ncn  may  now  be  found  in   the    ranks   of  those  who  are 
fi^>'htinf]c  against  their  country :   but  this  fratricidal  war 

coo  u    ' 

ovisinatcd  in  ©thcr  than  Christian  minds. 
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Since,  then,  Christianity  is  a  uniting  power,  whence 
the  attempt  at  separation  ?  What  agency  can  have 
dared  to  undertake  such  a  work  ?  Of  the  thirty  millions 
that  constitute  our  population,  twenty-six  millions  are, 
or  may  be,  and  four  millions  are  not,  and  cannot  be, 
owners  of  land.  The  twenty-six  millions  are  constituent 
members  of  the  body  politic  ;  the  four  millions  are  not. 
The  twenty-six  millions  live  under  a  democratic  form  of 
government ;  the  four  millions  are  under  an  almost 
absolute  monarchy.  The  twenty-six  millions  have,  some, 
the  right,  and  all,  the  benefit,  of  sufirage ;  the  four 
millions  have  neither.  The  twenty-six  millions  demand, 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  secure,  a  fair  remuneration  for 
their  labor  ;  the  four  millions  receive  nothing  except  as 
interest  or  caprice  permits.  The  twenty-six  millions 
enjoy  the  right  to  think  ;  the  four  millions  are  denied 
the  right.  The  one  class  are  founding  colleges,  schools, 
and  libraries ;  to  the  other  class  the  existence  of  such 
institutions  is  well  nigh  unknown.  The  one  class  have 
access  to  philosophy,  and  to  literature,  and  to  the  arts  ; 
to  the  other  class  the  right  of  access  is  denied.  The  one 
class  are  building  churches,  electing  their  own  religious 
teachers,  worshiping  God  when,  where,  and  how  they 
will ;  of  these  rights  the  oth3r  class  are  robbed.  The 
twenty-six  millions,  in  a   word,  take   the  right  of  itclf- 
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ownership  ;  the  four  millions,  at  every  attempt  to  take 
their  right  of  self-ownership,  are  struck  to  the  earth. 

Such,  fellow-citizens,  is  the  antagonism  of  rights  which 
has  been  dishonoring  this  Republic  ever  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Like  a  broken  lightning- 
rod,  slavery  has  been  continually  attracting  the  bolts  of 
heaven  to  shatter  the  Temple  of  Freedom.  When  shall 
such  a  dangerous  appendage  be  removed  ?  When  shall 
the  eagle  whose  plumage  has  grown  so  richly,  and  which 
has  been  fluttering  in  a  spiral  ascent,  be  freed  from  this 
clog,  that  it  may  ascend  straight  to  its  destiny  ?  Is  it 
not  tiuie  for  every  Christian  man  to  cease  apologizing 
for  a  sin,  which,  more  than  any  other,  should  make  a 
Christian  blush  in  the  presence  of  a  Turk  ? 

"  Alas  !  great  nations  have  great  shames,  I  say." 
"  Why  is  slavery,"  cries  an  eloquent  Frenchman,  "  an 
abominable  institution  ?  Because  it  is  an  outrage  upon 
what  constitutes  humanity."  Slavery,  exclaims  an 
Englishman,  is  "  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles 
of  morality."  "  No  greater  wrong,"  asserts  an  Ameri- 
can, "  can  be  inflicted  on  humanity."  These  are  testi- 
monies, not  of  politicians,  but  of  philosophers,  belonging 
to  the  three  great  nations  of  the  world. 

We  have  arrived  at  this  result,  that  the  Northern  and 
the  Southern  portions  of  this  Republic  were  intended  by 
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Providence  to  be  one  ;  for  we  have  seen  that  we  have  a 
remarkably  compact  territory,  the  Northern  and  the 
Southern  sections  of  which  are  clasped  by  two  great 
mountain  ranges  and  furnished  with  an  artery  of 
commercial  life  in  one  of  the  largest  rivers  of  the  world, 
that  we  have  one  language  indicatinof  an  under  tone  of 
similarity  in  thinking,  that  we  have  so  intermingled  with 
each  other  as  to  create  some  of  the  most  valuable  ties 
incident  to  human  society,  that  we  have  been  placed 
under  the  same  form  of  government,  and,  finally,  that 
we  have  been  placed  under  the  same  system  of  religion. 
If  it  be  objected  that  some  of  these  considerations  are 
not  more  indicative  of  the  duty  of  a  continued  union  of 
the  North  with  the  South  than  of  a  union  of  the 
whole  country  with  England,  it  is  admitted:  yet  let 
it  be  remembered  that  the  two  considerations  which  lie 
at  the  basis  of  all  the  others,  the  one  pertaining  to 
territory  and  the  other  to  an  actual  compact,  have  no 
existence  with  reference  to  England,  Can  there  be  any 
doubt,  then,  that  the  continued  union  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  is  in  accordance  with  the  will  of 
Grod ;  unless,  indeed,  the  interests  of  slavery  outweigh 
all  the  considerations  that  have  been  urged  ?  Hold  up 
the  balance,  then,  before  the  universe.  Put  into  the  one 
scale  all    that  has  been  urged   for  the   continuance   of 
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union,  and  into  the  other  put  slavery  as  an  argument  in 
favor  of  separation—of  peaceful  separation,  if  that 
were  possible,-^and  what  lover  of  freedom  can  doubt 
the  result  ?  How  much  less  can  any  lover  of  freedom 
doubt  the  result,  when  slavery  is  put  into  the  scale,  not 
as  an  argument  for  peaceful  separation,  but  as  an  argu= 
ment  for  separation  to  be  effected  by  plundering  the 
public  treasury,  by  seizing  government  forts^  and 
government  arsenals,  and  government  stores^  by  calling 
into  being  bands  of  pirates  to  prey  upon  commerce,  by 
multiplying  widows  and  orphans,  baptizing  the  nation  in 
blood  ! 

II.  If   God  has  thus  plainly  indicated  the  duty  of 

UNION,  IT  IS  WELL  TO  CONSIDER  THE  OBLIGATIONS  WHICH 
OUR  NATIONAL  CRISIS  IMPOSES  UPON  US. 

Could  we  of  the  North  have  heard  the  voice  of  some 
Divine  messenger  speaking,  as  Shemaiah  spoke  to 
Rehoboam  when  he  had  gathered  an  army  of  a  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  men  to  bring  back  the  revolted  ten 
tribes :  Ye  shall  not  go  up  nor  fight  against  your 
brethren,  the  children  of  Israel  ;  return  every  man  to 
his  home, — could  we  have  heard  such  a  voice,  then  ought 
we  to  have  said  to  the  rebellious  States,  Go !  But  we 
heard  this  voice  and  we  hear  it  still :  Let  the  nation 
continue  one  !      Had   our   brethren   proposed   even  a 
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peaceful  separation,  could  we  liave  accepted  the  propo- 
sition without  disregarding  all  such  natural  and  provi- 
dential indications  as  I  have  referred  to  ?  Could 
the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Alleghanies  have  been 
made  to  unclasp  the  two  sections,  and  range  themselves 
as  peace-preserving  barriers  between  them  ?  Would  the 
Ohio  have  selfishly  gathered  up  its  waters,  and  started 
on  some  new  course  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
Northern  or  the  Southern  Republic  ?  Could  the  generous 
Chesapeake  have  refused  admission  to  waters  of  the 
Empire  and  the  Key-Stone  States?  Above  all,  would 
the  Mississippi  have  accommodated  itself  to  the  new 
order  of  things  ?  Then  as  to  language,  doubtless  our 
English  tongues  would  have  continued  to  talk  English, 
but  upon  the  separation,  it  would  have  been  fitting  for 
the  people  of  the  new-born  nation  to  lose  all  knowledge 
of  this  magnificent  medium  of  the  ideas  of  freedom,  and 
fall  to  talking  in  some  tongue  better  suited  to  their 
despotic  conceptions.  How,  also,  could  we  have  ac- 
cepted a  proposition  to  separate  peaceably,  when  even 
such  a  separation  would  have  involved  the  sundering  of 
innumerable  ties  of  business  and  of  friendship  ?  how, 
without  seeming  to  declare  to  the  nations  that  are 
longing  for  freedom,  that  the  compact  to  live  under  this 
free  Government  was  a  compact  of  fools  ?  how,  without 
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neeming  to  admit  to  Pagans  and  Je^YS  tliat  Clirititianity 
has  no  power  to  keep  its  adherents  together  ?  It  was 
impossible,  then,  to  entertain  the  idea  of  a  peaceful 
separation.  The  North,  ahnost  unanimously,  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  in  the  South,  were  so  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  duty  of  continuing  together,  that 
scarcely  a  respectable  vote  to  dissolve  the  union  could 
have  been  secured. 

What,  then,  was  to  be  done?     Many  of  us,  and  I 
confess  myself  among   the  number,  had  become  pretty 
thoroughly  imbued  with  "  the  principles  of  peace."     We 
had  cherished  from  youth  the  doctrine  that  war  was  one 
of  the  greatest  of  evils.     We  had  been  taught  by  pious 
parents  that    Christianity   had   come    into  the  world  to 
breathe  peace   over  the   nations.     We   had,  therefore, 
prayed  the  Almighty  to  crush  the  conspiracy   before  it 
mi^yht  flash  from   the   cannon's   mouth.     Our   prayers 
were  not  heard.     Sumter   fell,  and   if  the   brave   men 
who  had  been  put  there  fell   not  with  it,  no  thanks  are 
due  to  the  conspirators.     The  question  returns  :     What 
was  to  be  done  ?     Admitting  that  ninety-nine  wars   out 
of  a  hundred  are  criminal,  I  see   not  how,  in   this  case, 
without  relinquishing   all   pretensions   to  the   right  of 
self-defence  against  the  burglar  or  the  assassin,  we  could 
have  done  otherwise  than  resist   force  with  force.     Said 
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the  Duke  of  Argjle,  Lord  Privy  Seal  ®f  the  British 
Ministry,  on  the  25th  of  October  :  "  I  know  of  no 
government  in  the  world  which  could  possibly  have 
admitted  the  right  of  secession  from  its  own  allegiance  ;" 
and  after  expressing  the  belief  that  had  the  right  been 
admitted  by  the  American  Government  the  Government 
would  have  broken  up  and  nothing  remained  but  frag- 
ments, he  adds ;  "I  think  we  ought  to  admit,  in 
fairness  to  the  Americans,  that  there  are  some  thino-s 
worth  fighting  for,  and  that  national  existence  is  one  of 
these." 

As  we  have  begun,  so  ought  we  to  continue.  Just  so 
long  as  force  is  employed  to  overturn  the  Government, 
force  must  be  employed  to  preserve  it.  The  Government 
is  yours :  it  is  mine.  Without  a  government,  we  are 
without  a  country.  Without  a  country,  we  are  without 
a  home.  Without  a  government  we  are  without  busi- 
ness. Without  business,  we  are  without  wealth. 
Without  a  government  we  are  without  a  Sabbath. 
Without  a  Sabbath,  we  are  without  Cbrisianity.  With- 
out Christianity,  without  wealth,  without  a  home,  we 
are  savages.  To  allow  men  to  destroy  our  Government 
is  to  allow  them  to  destroy  ourselves ;  for  the  life  of 
savages  is  but  a  step  or  two  from  destruction.  Force, 
then,  must    continue  to  be   repelled  by  force,  until   the 
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conspiracy  is  put  where  the  conspiracy  would  put  us. 
Let  me  add  that  in  all  this  painful  part  of  our  work, 
we  should  seek,  in  prayer,  in  frequent  and  earnest 
prayer,  the  strength  of  Him  who  is  almighty.  Driven 
to  the  dire  necessity  of  a  resort  to  arms,  let  our  motto 
be,  Pkayer  and  Powdeh  !  "Waiting  upon  God  and 
Waiting  upon  our  Guns  ! 

Time  will  not  allow  us  to  consider  the  question  which 
is  tasking  the  best  minds   in  the   country :     Should  the 
war  be   made  a  war   of  emancipation  ?     Should   it  be 
prosecuted   with   the    avowed   purpose   of  setting   the 
slaves  at  liberty  ?    I  see  not  why  any   man's  creed  upon 
this  subject  need  be   longer  this  :     First  ;    We   should 
continue  to  respect  the  Constitutional  rights  of  masters. 
What    Constitutional  rights   rebel    masters   have   it  is 
difficult  to  see.     Whatever    Constitutional   rights  loyal 
masters  had  before  the    war  they   would  seem   to  have 
now.     Secondly ;     God  is  rapidly  taking   this  question 
out   of  our   hands  into   his  own.     Providence  heats  the 
iron,  and  when    the   iron   is   hot   then    is  the   time    to 
strike.     Sometimes  Providence  both  heats  the   iron  and 
strikes  the   blow  :  then  it  behooves   us  to    keep    out  of 
the  way  of  the  sparks,  and  stand  in  awe  at  the   wonder- 
working power  of  God. 

"  IIcAV  TV'o  tremble  in  suvpn\se, 

When  pomrtimes  with  an  awinl  sound, 

rjod'p  great  plummet  strikes  the  ground  !" 
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Suffer  a  word  of  caution  respecting  the  spirit  ivith 
lohich  this  ivar  should  he  conducted.  Have  we  been 
summoned  to  it  by  the  voice  of  Grod  ?  Then  ought  it  to 
be  conducted  in  a  religious  spirit.  Not  in  ambition  or 
in  re'\enge  but  in  patriotism  fed  by  piety,  should  the 
duties  of  our  national  crisis  be  performed.  Is  revenge 
an  element  of  bravery  ?  Is  it  an  element  of  patriotism  ? 
Ought  not  every  Christian  man  to  desire  the  restoration 
of  union,  the  triumph  of  the  Government,  the  defeat  of 
the  conspiracy,  with  the  least  possible  bloodshed  and 
destruction  of  property  ?  Would  not  the  burning  of 
one  city  or  of  one  house  more  than  is  necessary  to 
subdue  the  rebellion,  thoroughly  and  forever,  be  an  act 
which  no  Christian  morality  could  justify?  Let  us 
emerge  from  this  war  not  only  undamaged  but  greatly 
improved  in  individual  character.  Men  are  beginning 
to  say  that  the  war  is  a  furnace  in  which  the  national 
life  is  to  be  purified.  But  there  can  be  no  permanent 
improvement  in  national  character,  except  as  the  result 
of  improvement  in  individual  character,  and  this  is  to  be 
expected  only  as  the  result  of  a  larger  appropriation  of 
the  spirit  of  Christianity.  It  has  often  been  remarked 
by  men  of  wide  opportunities  of  observation,  that  while 
there  is  much  genuine  piety  in  the  churches  and  ministry 
of  this  country,  there  has  been  growing  up  among  us  a 
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lighter  form  of  character,  which  is  scarcely  distinguish- 
able from  that  of  avowed  men  of  the  world.  Should 
the  war  be  a  refining  furnace  to  individual  Christians,  it 
will  be  of  inestimable  benefit  to  the  nations  and  to  the 
world. 

And  now,  fellow-citizens,  what  remains,  on  this  day 
of  Annual  Thanksgiving,  but  to  render  thanks  to 
Grod  that  we  have  not  lost  the  Grovernment  established 
by  our  fathers ;  that  Grovernment  which  is  showing  to 
the  people  of  the  old  world  that  it  is  endowed  with 
attributes  of  real  power;  that  Government  whose 
flag  has  again  been  unfurled  on  the  soil  of  South 
Carolina,  and  which  to-day  waves  in  no  less  than 
six  of  the  rebellious  States ;  that  Grovernment  whose 
arm  has  reached  to  the  waters  of  the  Bermudas  and 
brought  back  to  our  shores  certain  "  Honorable " 
gentlemen  whom  the  Richmond  press  thought,  three 
weeks  ago,  to  be  "pretty  well  over  the  briny  deep  toward 
the  shores  of  Europe;"  that  Government  which,  with 
some  faults,  has,  in  the  excellence  of  its  Constitution,  no 
parallel  in  history ;  that  Government  under  whose 
protection  every  man  enjoys  the  right  to  think,  and 
speak,  and  worship,  as  he  will,  limited  only  by  the  general 
good  ; — that  such  a  Government  has  not  yet  been  over- 
thrown, let  us  to-day  return  thanks  to  the  God  ol'  nation?. 
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Let  us  thank  Him  fov  the  recent  sio-ual  successes  i^ranted 
to  our  arms.  Let  us  thank  Ilim  for  the  faith  with 
which  the  smiles  of  His  own  providence  hath  inspired 
uSj  that  the  day  is  at  hand  when  the  flag  of  the  Union 
shall  wave  again  over  all  the  land.  Let  us  thank  Hini 
for  the  faith  that  he  has  given  us  that  the  Histoky  op 
THE  Rise,  Decline,  and  Fall  oe  the  American  Repub- 
lic cannot  be  written  just  yet.  Thus  thanking  Him  for 
His  interposition  on  behalf  of  our  country,  let  us  not  be 
unmindful  of  the  blessings  conferred  upon  us  as  individ- 
uals. This  day  let  holy  gratitude  arise  for  the  blessings 
with  which  He  has  loaded  our  tables,  for  the  means  of 
intellectual  improvement,  for  that  wonderful  provision 
by  which  our  own  rebellion  against  the  Government  of 
Grod  may  be  subdued  and  eternal  life  be  secured.  Noiv 
unto  the  King  eternal^  immortal,  invisible,  the  only  wise 
God,  he  honor  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 
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